
The Inter-Agency Working Group (IAWG) 
on Reproductive Health in Crises is an 
international coalition of organizations and 
individuals working collectively to advance 
sexual and reproductive health and rights 
(SRHR) in humanitarian settings.

TogeTher we:

 Provide leadership on SRHR in humanitarian settings

 Issue evidence-based technical guidance, standards, and tools

Document and generate new evidence

Advocate for the inclusion of SRHR in humanitarian policies, 
programming and funding and for the integration of crises-affected 
populations in development agendas.
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OUR HISTORY

Founded at a time when sexual 
and reproductive health (SRH) 
in humanitarian settings was 
virtually non-existent, the 
IAWG has worked together to 
ensure that SRH is consistently 
integrated into humanitarian 
response from the earliest days 
of an emergency throughout 
response and recovery. 

The IAWG developed and piloted the Inter-Agency Field Manual for Reproductive 
Health in Refugee Settings. It was finalized in 1999 and later renamed the Inter-Agency 
Field Manual for Reproductive Health in Humanitarian Settings. This Field Manual has 
served as the authoritative guidance on SRH in crises for nearly 25 years. 

The IAWG simultaneously developed the 
Minimum Initial Service Package for Sexual 
and Reproductive Health (MISP for SRH), 
a priority set of life-saving services and 
activities that must be implemented in the 
earliest days of an emergency, as well as 
the Inter-agency Emergency Reproductive 
Health Kits, prepackaged kits of supplies 
necessary to implement the MISP, which are 
managed by the United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA). 

The IAWG conducted global evaluations of SRH in humanitarian settings, 
initially from 2002-2004 and later from 2012-2014, to document progress, 
challenges, and gaps to best guide funding, policy and programming decisions. 
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Since its founding, the IAWG has held 
regular general membership meetings 
where our diverse community comes 
together to share and learn from 
each other. Our next meeting will 
be held February 19-21 in Bangkok, 
Thailand with the theme Bridging the 
Divide: Operationalizing Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and Rights in the 
Nexus. 

http://iawg.net/event/2019/
http://iawg.net/event/2019/
http://iawg.net/event/2019/
http://iawg.net/event/2019/
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2018 FINANCIALS

2018 SUb-WORKING 
GROUPS

Adolescent SRH MISP for SRH

Advocacy and 
Accountability Safe Abortion Care

Gender-based Violence SRH Data and Research

LGBTQIA+ SRH Supplies

Maternal and Newborn 
Health Voluntary Contraception 

revenue

eXpenses

$3.8 million

$1.2 million

2

1

1 The Women’s Refugee Commission Fiscal Year is October 1, 2017 – September 30, 2018. 
2  FY2018 include temporarily restricted revenue from multi-year awards that will be carried 

over into next fiscal year.
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OUR WORK
FIELD MANuAL

provide technical updates and 
reflect updated guidelines from  

normative bodies

clarify and strengthen human 
rights language

respond to iAWg evaluations, 
both formal  
and informal

Address feedback from field 
practitioners, particularly srh 

coordinators and health  
program managers. 

The Inter-Agency Field Manual on Reproductive Health in Humanitarian Settings (Field 
Manual), which has guided the field of SRH in crisis settings since its original release 
in 1999, underwent a two-and-a-half-year revision (2016-2018) to address four key 
considerations, namely the need to: 

The revised Field Manual was released in November 2018 and includes an updated 
and expanded MISP for SRH. In addition to technical updates, the revised Field Manual 
more explicitly identifies the fundamental principles that both undergird the manual 
and ideally serve as the foundation for all SRH work in humanitarian settings. 

These principles are:

1 WORK in respectful partnership

ADVANCE human rights and 
reproductive rights

ENSuRE technical soundness, human 
rights, and financial accountability

SHARE information and results

Importantly, the revised manual includes specific examples of how to 
operationalize these principles in humanitarian settings
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An online platform for the Field Manual will be 
available in September 2019. 

To request copies, please contact 
sarahk@wrcommission.org

Hard copies of the Field Manual are available in 
English, French, Arabic and Spanish.  

iawg.net/iafm

LEARN MORE

Our hope is that this manual will be — 

above all else — a practical resource for 

our colleagues working on the front lines to 

ensure the SRHR of populations affected by 

conflict, natural disaster and instability. 

The updated Field Manual reflects a collaborative 
process that included hundreds of individuals from 
dozens of agencies and organizations working in 
humanitarian settings at global, regional, and local 
levels. The revision provides technical updates, 
clarity and support, and highlights challenges and 
key considerations. Nuances of language, attention 
to inclusivity, feasibility in a variety of resource-
constrained settings and even graphic design were 
considered at length, always with an eye toward 
clarity, conciseness and usability at the field-level. 

mailto:sarahk@wrcommission.org
http://iawg.net/iafm


NEWBORN HEALTH IN HuMANITARIAN SETTINGS: FIELD GuIDE
The Newborn Field Guide, jointly developed by Save the Children, WHO, and uNICEF, 
is a companion to the IAWG Field Manual and provides information related specifically 
to newborn care during the neonatal period (days 0-28 of life). Its aim is to improve the 
survival of newborns in humanitarian settings. The interim Field Guide was originally 
published in 2015. After field-testing in two humanitarian crises (South Sudan and Somalia) 
and soliciting extensive feedback from practitioners, it was revised in 2017 and published 
in January 2018. The Inter-agency Field Guide has been designed as an enhancement 
to national strategies and programs aimed at improving the lives of newborns and their 
mothers, and to strategies such as the every newborn action plan (enap). 

To learn more visit:  
iawg.net/resource/newborn-health-humanitarian-settings

An Implementation Toolkit, which includes 
practical resources, guidance and job aids to 
support the application of the Field Guide, is 
also available at:

healthynewbornnetwork.org/issue/emergencies

THE IAWG TRAINING PARTNERSHIP INITIATIVE
The IAWG Training Partnership Initiative (IAWG-TPI) was formed in 2006 to address 
clinical service gaps identified in the implementation of the MISP. In October 2017, the 
IAWG received a three-year grant from the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 
support the TPI’s development of international, national and local capacity to effectively 
deliver quality SRH services from the onset of a crisis. 

The IAWG-TPI collaborated in 2018 with the Global Health Cluster to pilot 
the workshop toolkit on planning for comprehensive SRH services in three 
provinces of the Kasai region of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 
in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. Seed funding for implementation of the resulting 
workplans will be provided under the second phase of this project. In addition, 
drafts of the Long Acting and Reversible Contraceptives S-CORT and the 
uterine Evacuation in Crisis Settings using Medications S-CORT– were 
developed by CARE and Ipas, respectively. These modules will be piloted in 
2019.

In 2018, the IAWG-TPI also participated in a pilot of the humanitarian 
learning standards under hpass, a new initiative focused on professional 
development in the humanitarian sector. The standards provide criteria to 
measure the quality of learning for people involved in humanitarian action. 
After a five-month pilot and culminating program audit using the learning 
standards, the IAWG-TPI received an “Hpass approved provider status” and 
developed an actionable, quality improvement plan based on insights from 
the pilot.  

To learn more visit: iawg.net/tpi-home

Under This granT, The iawg-Tpi will 
develop, piloT and finalize: 

two additional srh clinical 

outreach refresher trainings 

(s-corts) – one with a focus 

on long-acting reversible 

contraceptives and one on 

uterine evacuation using 

medications 

a toolkit for leading 

participatory planning 

workshops on prioritizing and 

integrating comprehensive 

srh programming into health 

system reconstruction efforts

https://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/newborns/every-newborn/en/
http://iawg.net/resource/newborn-health-humanitarian-settings
https://www.healthynewbornnetwork.org/issue/emergencies/
https://hpass.org/organisations/quality-standards/learning/
https://hpass.org/organisations/quality-standards/learning/
https://hpass.org/about
http://iawg.net/tpi-home


RESEARCH PRIORITy SETTING MEETING

36 IAWG members  
And pArtners,
representInG 26 non-GovernmentAl, 

Government, 
Un, reseArch 
And donor 
orGAnIzAtIons
GAthered In

in sepTember 2018:

To collecTively define research prioriTies for srh in hUmaniTarian seTTings

COPENHAGEN

The workshop, which was hosted by the Danish International Development Agency (DANIDA) 
with additional funding support from Elrha’s Research for Health in Humanitarian Crises (R2HC) 
Programme, addressed the well-documented need for further research on SRH research in 
humanitarian settings. Ahead of the workshop, an IAWG task team collated existing reviews 
and inputs from the IAWG to create a list of implementation and impact research questions that 
promised to strengthen SRH programming. 

 These questions were then ranked on five criteria: 

  •  answerabiliTy  
  •  effecTiveness  
  •  feasibiliTy  
  •  impacT  
  •  need

The workshop organizers also aligned with and built on a previous workshop organized by the 
World Health Organization to identify high-level research priorities. At the Copenhagen workshop, 
a total of 10 research questions representing key priority areas were further refined and developed 
into concept notes to be used by anyone working on SRH research in humanitarian settings. 
The concept notes suggest approaches to move these research questions forward, but allow for 
flexibility to adapt as necessary for specific contexts and populations. 

The meeting outputs provide guidance 

on operational research needs among 

the IAWG members and the broader SRH 

humanitarian community. Learnings 

from this workshop also enable stronger 

advocacy for these research priorities 

with donors and other stakeholders and 

facilitate IAWG members and partners 

to contribute to the evidence base 

with rigorous, timely and high-quality 

research in humanitarian settings. 

iawg.net/resource/srh-workshop

Summary and full reports from the Research Priority Setting Meeting, 
along with the concept notes, can be accessed on the IAWG website:

http://iawg.net/resource/srh-workshop/


ADVOCACy
In 2018, the IAWG’s advocacy and accountability sub-working group (AASWG) further refined its ways of 
working to better support collective mobilization around key moments and events. These four approaches to 
working together in support of the IAWG’s mission include:

1 Publicly facing positions and statements produced jointly by the IAWG

Coordination to ensure coherence in messaging advanced by individual IAWG agencies

Advocacy resource sharing developed by an individual organization with IAWG members

General information sharing and opportunity mapping
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•	 	Development	of	an	advocacy statement on the rohingya refugee crisis in cox’s 
bazaar, which called on the bangladesh government, donors, providers and 
other actors to scale-up misp for srh and transition to comprehensive srh for 
all rohingya refugees in cox’s bazaar bangladesh. iAWg recommendations were 
incorporated into several un and donor reports and statements on the crisis. our 
coordinated advocacy contributed to strengthened srhr in cox’s bazaar, for 
example, by lifting legal restrictions on refugees’ access to long-acting reversible 
contraceptives. 

•	 	Creation	of	coordinated messages ahead of the international conference on 
family planning in Kigali, rwanda.

•	 	dissemination of information from policy partners around the reinstatement and 
expansion of the global gag rule (protecting life in global health Assistance Act). 

•	 	Development	of	a joint calendar of advocacy events and mapping of key 
opportunities.

2018 ways of working in acTion:

http://iawg.net/resource/women-girls-critically-underserved-rohingya-humanitarian-response/
http://iawg.net/resource/women-girls-critically-underserved-rohingya-humanitarian-response/
http://iawg.net/iawg-international-conference-family-planning/
http://iawg.net/resource/global-gag-rule-protecting-life-global-health-assistancemexico-city-policy-know-now/
http://iawg.net/event/


Continue to advocate for strengthened SRHR in emerging and ongoing 
emergencies worldwide

Roll-out and monitor the uptake and use of the 2018 Field Manual

 Re-envision the IAWG website to improve our external communications and 
usability of this key resource

Pilot two new S-CORTs under the IAWG-TPI

Strengthen adolescent-friendly programming in emergencies in collaboration with 
the Inter-agency Adolescent SRH Advisor and the IAWG ASRH sub-working group

elrhA
ministry of foreign AffAirs of denmArK
ministry of foreign AffAirs of the netherlAnds
the norWegiAn Agency for development cooperAtion

2018 IAWG DONORS

CHALLENGES 
AND LESSONS 
LEARNED
The Field Manual revision process 
took over a year longer than originally 
planned due to several factors, 
including additional time needed to 
build consensus on the expanded MISP. 
Delays in finalizing the text impacted 
planned outputs reliant on the final 
text, including the MISP distance 
learning module, online platform 
and opportunities for roll-out tied to 
strategic moments and events. 

The IAWG has grown in both size and 
in the diversity of our members. Our 
sustained growth relies on clear and 
well-documented governance norms 
to ensure smooth onboarding of new 
IAWG members; transparency and 
accountability in funding decisions, 
representation and decision-making; 
and the improvement of external and 
internal communications. A collaborative 
process to formalize governance 
norms and improve transparency and 
communications began in 2018 and will 
continue throughout 2019. 

2019 PRIORITIES




